
Armstrong-Kelley’s Unusual and Rare Trees 

 

Armstrong-Kelley Park has two dozen unusual and rare trees on the property.  Most are 

concentrated on the front portion of the Park, with the exception of the Franklin Tree which is 

right off the green as you walk toward the trails.  It will be on your right.  The trees are 

marked.  Each description and photo are printed on a separate page and the locations are 

identified as follow: 

 

Locations of these specimens within the Park: 

Front of Park, left of driveway as you enter. (FPL) 

Front of Park, right of driveway as you enter. (FPR) 

Center of Driveway (CD) 

Holly Dell (HD) 

John Folk Water Garden (JFWG) 

Off Green, on approach to the trails (OG) 

 

The notes below are for those naturalists who wish to learn more about our collections.  They 

comprise a short self-guided walking tour.  Most of the info was taken from Wikipedia (thanks 

so much) and we hope you are entertained and enlightened.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

European Copper BeachFagus sylvatica   CD , 

The tree was  transplanted in 1991 from Cape Cod Hospital when they were starting the 
construction of the emergency roomΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ пуέǎ ƘƛƎƘΦ  Tree was transplanted by Bartlett Tree 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ bŜƛƭ Cowie, who also has an American Holly planted here in his memory.   It has a 
ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜǎǇŀƴ ƻŦ мрл ǘƻ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ олл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛŘǳƻǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
European Beech starts to flower when it is between 30ς80 years old. The flowers are small 
catkins which appear shortly after the leaves in spring. The seeds, called beechnuts; there are 
two nuts in each cupule, maturing in the autumn 5ς6 months after pollination. Flower and 
seed production is particularly abundant in years following a hot, sunny and dry summer, 
though rarely for two years in a row. The nuts are an important food for birds, rodents and in 
the past also humans. Slightly toxic to humans if eaten in large quantities due to the tannins 
they contain, the nuts were nonetheless pressed to obtain an oil in 19th century England that 
was used for cooking and in lamps. They were also ground to make flour, which could be eaten 
after the tannins were leached out by soaking. 
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, ‘DƭŀǳŎŀ ΨtŜƴŘǳƭŀΩ    JFWG Weeping Blue Atlas Cedar

This is a conical evergreen known for its graceful flowing nature and beautiful silvery blue-
green needles. It is a focal point and specimen in the garden and quite the conversation piece 
for its shape and irregular weeping pattern resembling a cascading waterfall. Cedrus atlantica 
ΨDƭŀǳŎŀ tŜƴŘǳƭŀΩ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘȅ ǘƻ ¦{5! ½ƻƴŜǎ с-8, prefers an acidic-slightly alkaline well-drained 
loam soil and location in full sun (6-8 hours sunlight). They are tolerant of many soil types but 
will not fair well in soils with poor drainage such as clay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

,  Stewartia pseudocamellia,  FPL FPR Stewartia

The stewartia, which roughly means it disguises itself as a camellia when in bloom a nod to the 
look of its lovely and plentiful white June-into-July flowers is, in fact,  a  very distant relative in 
the Tea Family. 

But this Stewartia, from Japan, which gets to maybe 25 feet or so in a Northeast garden setting 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǎƘŀŘŜ ƻǊ ǎǳƴΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǳǇ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƛŎŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ 
living with you. It gives you peeling, lovely bark all season long (below), and hot fall color, too, 
as the leaves eventually change. I should warn that it grows slowly, so this is an investment 
piece, not instant success. 
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Dawn Redwood, Metasequoia    FDR  

The Redwood is a fast-growing, deciduous tree, and the sole living species, Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides, is one of three species of conifers known as redwoods. It is native to the 

SichuanςHubei region of China. Although the least tall of the redwoods, it grows to at least 

200 feet (60 meters) in height. Local villagers refer to the original tree from which most others 

derive as Shui-sa, or "water fir", which is part of a local shrine. Since that tree's rediscovery in 

1944, the dawn redwood has become a popular ornamental.Metasequoia redwood fossils are 

known from many areas in the Northern Hemisphere.  Large petrified trunks and stumps of 

the extinct Metasequoia occidentalis (sometimes identified as Sequoia occidentalis) also make 

up the major portion of Tertiary fossil plant material in the badlands of western North Dakota 

in the United States.The leaves are opposite, 1ς3 cm long, and bright fresh green, turning a 

foxy red-brown in fall.  The branches droop delicately like the hands of a ballet dancer, with 

soft feathery foliage suggestive of the bald cypress. 

The specimen we have at the Park was given to us by a gentleman here in Osterville who had 

cultivated it from a cutting from a tree.  It can also be propagated from seed. 
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, Viburnum plicatum  FDR Japanese Snowball

The snowball grows in Zones 4-9.  The flowers around the edges of the Snowball Tree are 

infertile and serve only to attract insects to the center flowers. Japanese Snowball Tree blooms 

are long lasting and are sometimes used in weddings. These white Flowering Japanese trees 

begin blooming in March and continue until fall. The bloom mass can sometimes exceed 

twelve inches. The 12ft. Flowering Japanese tree blooms longer than any other that TyTy has 

experienced over the years. The snow white flowers last, looking fresh for months. The flower 

of the Snowball Tree is pure white and each cluster of flowers lasts for many days. 

. 
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, Magnolia macrophylla FDL  Umbrella  Magnolia

Our tree was also planted in 2005.  Last summer, during a big blow, it fell over and was righted 

and braced.  Luckily, it flowered this spring.  It produced large red seed pods in the fall, that 

measure 6-уέ ǘŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŧŀƭƭ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 

pinecone, but still they are beautiful to view.   The leaves begin to appear mottled in late 

summer and turn yellow in the fall.  The Magnolia is part of large genus of about 210 flowering 

plant species and this tree is a saucer-type. 
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, Camperdownii   FDL Camperdown Elm

This tree grows in Zones 4a-8a   and is a cultivar which cannot reproduce from seed. Although 

it still classed as a cultivar.  The grafted Camperdown Elm slowly develops a broad, flat head 

that may eventually build as high as 13 feet and an incommensurately wide crown with a 

contorted, weeping habit. The Earƭ ƻŦ /ŀƳǇŜǊŘƻǿƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ 

mutant contorted branch growing along the ground in the forest at Camperdown House, in 

Dundee, Scotland. Every Camperdown Elm in the world is from a cutting taken from that 

original mutant cutting and is usually grafted on a Wych elm trunk.  

The cultivar requires a large open space in order to develop fully, and so is not recommended 

for small home grounds. 

Camperdown Elms satisfied a mid-Victorian passion for curiosities in the 'Gardenesque' 

gardens then in vogue.   This is a picture of the tree in winter.  ItΩs a far cry from what it looks 

like during the growing season. 
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, Cryptomeria    FDL Japanese Cedar

It is a monotypic genus of conifer in the cypress family. The tree is often called Japanese Cedar 

in English, though the tree is not related to the cedars (CedrusύΦ  Lƴ WŀǇŀƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

{ǳƎƛΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ national tree of Japan, commonly planted around temples and shrines, with many 

hugely impressive trees planted centuries ago.  The wood is scented, reddish-pink in colour, 

lightweight but strong, waterproof and resistant to decay. It is favoured in Japan for all types 

of construction work as well as interior panelling, etc. 
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, Franklinia Alatamaha   OG Franklin Tree 

Probably the most unusual tree in our collection is the Franklinia Alatamaha, known as the 

Franklin tree. It is very rare and hardly ever found in the wild. A wild specimen was recently 

found at the Ashumet Holly Reservation. Ours is a full size specimen. Propagation is most 

difficult. 

They named the tree Franklinia alatamaha in hƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǘǊŀƳΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ 
Franklin.   

The father and son explorers discovered a small grove of this unknown tree along the 
Altamaha River in Georgia in 1765. On a later trip, William gathered seeds to propagate at 
their Philadelphia garden.  It took them four years to bring the seed to flower.  It has a 
reputation among gardeners for being difficult to cultivate, especially in urban environments.  
It will take a patient gardener about 14-17 months to watch the seed mature on the tree, 
before opening its shell for planting.  It prefers sandy, high-acid soil both conditions found 
naturally on Cape Cod.  It has a camellia-like blossom, a honeysuckle-like fragrance, and 
commonly grows to 15-ооΩΦ   
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, Ulmus parvifolia,    FDL Chinese Elm

The Elm is commonly known as the Chinese Elm
[1] or Lacebark Elm, is a species native to 

China, Japan, North Korea and Vietnam.
[2] It has been described as "one of the most splendid 

elms, having the poise of a graceful Southern beeches.  A small to medium deciduous, semi-

deciduous (rarely semi-evergreen) tree growing to 30–60 ft)tall with a slender trunk and 

crown. The trunk has a handsome, flaking bark of mottled greys with tans and reds, giving 

rise to its other common name, the Lacebark Elm, although scarring from major branch loss 

can lead to large canker-like wounds. 

 

 

Foliage and fruit 

The Chinese Elm is a tough landscape tree, hardy enough for use in harsh planting situations 

such as parking lots, in small planters along streets and in plazas or patios. The tree is arguably 

the most ubiquitous of the elms.  It is often used as a bonsai specimen. Chinese Elm 
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, Magnolia macrophylla  C5w Big Leaf Magnolia

 

This North American native tree is deciduous in most areas but semi-evergreen in the Deep 

South. Bigleaf Magnolia grows slowly to 30 to 40 feet and spreads 20 to 25 feet forming a 

rounded, broad canopy. The leaves of Bigleaf Magnolia are truly large, 12 to 32 inches long 

and 7 to 12 inches wide, when found in the wild and somewhat smaller when grown in 

landscapes. These leaves are bright green above with a fuzzy, silver/grey underside, creating a 

beautiful, two-toned effect with each passing breeze. From May to July the showy, fragrant 

blossoms appear, each 8 to 12-inch-wide, ivory-colored bloom having a slight rose tint at its 

base. These blooms are followed by the production of 2.5 to 3-inch-long, hairy, red, egg-

shaped fruits. Bigleaf Magnolia trees must be 12 to 15-years-of-age before they begin to 

bloom. 

 

This picture was from a tree in Thailand.  We only hope our tree looks this oustanding when it 

begins to blooms. 

 

 



 

, Ilex cornuta    HD Chinese Yellow Holly

 

 YouΩll look twice because it has yellow berries.   

Yellow berries triumph on all counts: They're showy, they don't remind you of Christmas when 
what you really need is something interesting to distract you in the early months of the new 
year.  Finally they're much less common than red. LǘΩǎ ŀ shelter for wildlife. American holly's 
mature size, well-branched growth, and dense prickly foliage make the tree ideal year-round 
shelter for small animals. The leaves and fruit are impervious to snow and  ice.  
 
 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 



 

, Cercis canadensis  FDL Redbud Tree

Called an Eastern Redbud, a 10-year-old tree will generally be around 15 ft tall growing to 20-

30ô.   The bark is dark in color, smooth, later scaly with ridges somewhat apparent, sometimes 

with maroon patches. The twigs are slender and zigzag, nearly black in color, spotted with 

lighter lenticels. The winter buds are tiny, rounded and dark red to chestnut in color. The 

flowers are showy, light to dark magenta pink in color, appearing in clusters from March to 

May, on bare stems before the leaves, sometimes on the trunk itself. The flowers are pollinated 

by long-tongued bees such as blueberry bees and carpenter bees. Short-tongued bees apparently 

cannot reach the nectaries. The fruit are flattened, dry, brown, pea-like pods, 2-4 inches long 

that contain flat, elliptical, brown seeds ¼ inch long, maturing in August to October. 
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, Picea abies  FDR   Norway Spruce

It is a large evergreen coniferous tree growing to 115ς180 ft tall and with a trunk diameter of 

up to 3.2 ft.  Norway Spruce grows throughout Europe.  The northern limit is in the arctic, just 

north of 70°N in Norway. 

It is used in forestry for timber and paper production, and as an ornamental tree in parks and 

gardens. It is esteemed as a source of wood used to make musical instruments.  It is also 

widely planted for use as a Christmas tree. Every Christmas, the Norwegian capital city, Oslo, 

provides the cities of New York, London (the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree), Edinburgh and 

Washington D.C. with a Norway Spruce. This is mainly a sign of gratitude for the aid these 

countries gave during the Second World War. 

Here at the Park we have upright and weeping versions on display.  They are directly across 

each other facing the stone driveway. 
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,  Magnolia loebneri    FDR Dr. Merrill Magnolia

 

This is a fast-growing tree to 30 feet and produces white spring flowers at an early age. Zones 

5-9 LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 120 varieties of magnolia.  Magnolia blossoms fall into two categories:  saucer-

type and star-type blossoms.  This is a star-type magnolia. 

The blossoms are fragrant and appear before the leaves in early to mid-spring.  Grown in 

moist, well-drained, preferably acidic to neutral soil in sun or partial shade; magnolias do not 

tolerate wet feet. Magnolia flowerbuds are susceptible to late-season frosts; shelter large-

leaved species from windy locations.  

 

  



, Cornus kousa   FDR Kousa Dogwood

The blossoms appear in late spring, weeks after the tree leafs out. The Kousa Dogwood is 

sometimes also called Chinese Dogwood, Korean Dogwood, or Japanese Dogwood.   The tree is 

extremely showy when in bloom, but what appear to be four petaled white flowers are 

actually bracts spread open above the cluster of inconspicuous yellow-green flowers. The 

blossoms appear in late spring, weeks after the tree leafs out. 

The blossom becomes a lovely red fruit, also held high over the foaliageτwhich birds love in 

the Fall.   

There are also dogwoods which put out their blooms first, and then leaves appear. 
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 Koyamaki Sciadopitys verticillata  FDL Umbrella Pine, 

 

Sometimes called a  Japanese Umbrella-pine, is a unique conifer endemic to Japan. It is the 

sole member of the family Sciadopityaceae and genus Sciadopitys, a living fossil with no close 

relatives, and known in the fossil record for about 230 million years. 

Koyamaki was chosen as the Japanese Imperial crest for Prince Hisahito of Akishino, currently 

third in line to the Chrysanthemum Throne. 

The plant was first introduced to Europe by John Gould Veitch in September 1860. Infrared 

microspectroscopy has identified conifers of the this family as the principal source of Baltic 

amber rather than as previously thought members of the families Araucariaceae and Pinaceae.
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, Chionanthus virginicus   HD White Fringetree 

 

A very large specimen of this tree is planted a the Heritage Gardens.  It is a tree native to the 

eastern United States, from New Jersey south to Florida, and west to Oklahoma and Texas.  

 

The dried roots and bark were used by Native Americans to treat skin inflammations. The 

crushed bark was used in treatment of sores and wounds. 

The richly-scented flowers have a pure white, deeply four-lobed corolla, the lobes thread-like, 

and broad; they are produced in drooping axillary panicles when the leaves are half grown.  

Blooms here in late May, early June.   

 

A close up of the flowers is below. 
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